
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Mark 14:3-9 
While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster 
jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some 
were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment 
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded 
her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. For you 
always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always 
have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, 
wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of 
her.” 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR OFFERTORY  “Ut Vitam Habeant” – Ruth Elaine Schram 

Ego veni ut vitam habeant; 
Et abundantius habeant. 
 
I have come that they may have life, 
Have life abundantly. 

 
TODAY IS GIFTS OF WOMEN SUNDAY, a day to celebrate and honor the many women who contribute 
their gifts to our church community. Thank you to Christie Atkins, Laura Colee, Judy Grantham, Linda Hess, 
Delaney McGlade, Heather Symecko, and Cheryl Tarditi, for leading worship on this special day in our family 
of faith. A special thank you to the Rev. Len Turner Scales, our guest preacher today. Rev. Turner Scales is a 
graduate of Maryville College and Princeton Theological Seminary and has served in congregations in North 
Carolina and Philadelphia. She currently serves as the Presbyterian Chaplain to Princeton University and 
Executive Co-Director of the Westminster Foundation alongside her husband and ministry partner, Rev. 
Andrew Scales. Pastors Len and Laura became friends in seminary when they lived on the same dorm floor and 
traveled to Israel-Palestine together for a travel course. We are grateful for her message to us today. 
 
FLOWERS IN TODAY’S WORSHIP are in memory of Mr. William E. Scull, Jr., given by his wife, Mrs. 
William E. Scull, Jr.  
 
HYMN OF THE MONTH: #478 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” – John Goss composed LAUDA 
ANIMA (Latin for the opening words of Psalm 103: “Bless the Lord, O my soul”) for this text in 1868. The tune 
was included in the appendix to Robert Brown Borthwick’s Supplemental Hymn and Tune Book (1869), along 
with Goss’s original harmonizations, intended to interpret the different stanzas. LAUDA ANIMA is known as one 
of the finest tunes to arise out of the Victorian era. A reviewer of The Musical Times said in June 1869, “It is at 
once the most beautiful and dignified hymn tune which has lately come under our notice.” Together, the music 
and text of this hymn depict a holy God who chooses to treat us with grace and favor, frail and mortal as we are. 
 
OUR ADULT EDUCATION SERIES ON CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUES TODAY – Princeton 
Theological Seminary professor Dr. Elsie McKee will be speaking about Women in the Congolese Church 
after worship today, January 21. She will share her perspective on African women with whom she has 
worked. Note that handcrafted items will be on sale in the parlor in support of these women. Next week, on 
Sunday, January 28, American Church Historian Dr. James Moorhead will teach us about the Issue of Slavery 
in the Presbyterian Church. Classes will be held from 11:15am-12:15pm in the Back Board Room. Come take 
part in these fascinating discussions! 
 
IT’S TIME!! THE DEACONS’ DINE AND DONATE WING FEST IS THIS WEEK – Enjoy a night out 
and support the Deacons’ fund on January 22-24 at Wild Wing Café in Barrington. See the flyer on the back 
page for details. Note that you must give your receipt to your server for the Deacons to receive a percentage of 
your bill.  
 
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – Every Wednesday morning from 10:30-11:45am in the Church 
Parlor, we explore the New Testament together. Dan Colombi leads our study each week. Adults of all Biblical 
background and experience are welcome to join us!  



 
DINNER CHURCH — Sunday Evening Service 
Christian life has always been lived out around a table.  
We are told that Jesus would gather around tables to  
bless meals, perform miracles, teach his followers, and  
serve those he loved. With this understanding in mind,  
we’d like to invite you to our weekly Sunday evening  
Dinner Church worship service from 5:00-6:30pm in  
Fellowship Hall. 

We hope to feed you in body, mind, and spirit! 
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Gratitude Corner 
Thanks to all those who gave so 
generously to our Christmas Eve 
Joy Offering. Your gifts totaled 
over $7,000, the largest Joy 

Offering we have ever received! 
 

Worship in the Reformed Tradition 
 
As the headings in our bulletin remind us each week, the center of our worship is the Word—by which 

we mean both Scripture and the Living Word of God, Jesus Christ. Our Scripture witnesses to 
God and God’s activity. When it is read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the Living Word is 
present by the inward witness of the Holy Spirit. It is this Living Word that is the center of 
everything we do in worship. 

Our worship follows the pattern we see in Isaiah 6 (page 597 of the Old Testament): adoration, 
confession, absolution, thanksgiving, and service. 

Overwhelmed by God’s majesty and glory we gather together in praise offered through song and 
prayer. 

In the face of that great goodness of God, we also see how we fall short of being who we were created to 
be and so we join in a prayer of confession. 

We then proclaim the forgiveness that we know in Jesus Christ. We live our lives in this cycle of 
realizing where we fall short, being honest to God about that, and then recognizing that God 
always forgives us, even before the words are on our lips, and lets us start new. 

As we listen for the Word of God, Scripture is read. The sermon is proclaimed. We respond to the 
Word with thanksgiving, joining in song and affirming our faith, using words from the 
Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Book of Confessions—whether it be the Apostles’ Creed, a Brief 
Statement of Faith, or one of the other professions of faith—or words taken directly from 
Scripture. 

Following Jesus’ instruction to pray, in the Prayers of the People we bring human need before God in 
hope, trust, and thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. Our 
response of thanksgiving also includes the giving of our material goods, bringing to God the 
offerings of our work as symbols of our gratitude and our acknowledgment that everything we 
have comes from God. In prayer we dedicate these gifts and our lives to the work of the 
church and God's mission. 

God then sends us, like Isaiah, back out into the world in service. Our final hymn of grateful praise 
moves directly into a charge and blessing to take what we have heard, to take what we have 
learned, and to actively live it out in the world, looking for God’s work all around us. 



 
THE FLOWERS YOU SEE IN WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY are donated by church members in memory of 
or in honor of loved ones. If you would like to honor someone in this way, please contact Betsy Anderson, 
esa1012@aol.com. 
 
CALLING ALL WOMEN WHO LOVE A PARTY AND LOVE TO SUPPORT URBANPROMISE – 
You are invited to the UrbanPromise Girls Empowerment Party on Friday, January 26. There will be great food, 
“mocktails” and a kickin’ DJ.  Girls participating in the More Than a Beauty Pageant will run through a small 
portion of the Pageant for practice, and we will cheer loud enough to raise the roof!  This is a great opportunity 
to bring your mom, your daughter, your sister, all your friends to start off 2018 celebrating the power of 
women. Questions? Call Toni Farmer (856) 630-9998. Becky Bryan and others are forming carpools. 
 
A “HEADS-UP” FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE: The Mission Committee, in partnership with the 
Haddonfield United Methodist Church, is caring for three families who left Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. 
The families—all three have children—are safely but temporarily housed in Camden. In the coming weeks, 
watch for requests for specific items these families will need when they settle into new homes. Meanwhile keep 
these families, all the families who have been displaced by natural disasters, and all of those struggling to 
rebuild in your prayers. 
 
FROM RITA BROWN, MISSION COMMITTEE CHAIR – “Ooops! I apologize for any inconvenience if 
you have been trying to contact me by email. At this time I have no computer access. Please feel free to call me 
at 856-768-3293. Leave a message and I will get back to you a.s.a.p. Notes can be placed in my mailbox or the 
one with the yellow ‘Mission’ label outside the church office. Thank you.” 
 
THE MEN OF I.H.O.C. will be staying at the Haddonfield Methodist Church from February 18-25. Roy 
Probst is coordinating volunteers to spend the night for one of those nights. Please contact Roy if you can help: 
609-504-8302. Likewise, if you can help with food, please contact Molly Revell: 856-429-0077. For general 
questions about the I.H.O.C. program, contact Ed Hess: 856-428-8598. Thank you to all who keep this 
important ministry rolling! 
 
I.H.O.C.’s ANNUAL MALL WALK, FEBRUARY 25, 2018 – Join the walkers and/or sponsor walkers for 
this year’s event in support of the Interfaith Homeless Outreach Council. FPC is a long-time partner in this 
organization that houses the homeless and assists with life skills and job training.  Information for sending 
donations is available in the church office and on the IHOC website: www.ihocsj.org.  
 
 

 



 
 

 


